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Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DEC.  31st , 1909. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  district  during 
the  year  is  213,  and  the  birth  rate  21*08.  The  average  number 
for  the  past  ten  years  is  245*9,  and  the  average  rate  24*26. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  is  135,  and  the  death 
rate  13*36.  The  average  number  for  the  past  ten  years  is  130*8, 
and  the  average  rate  12*88. 

The  birth  rate  is  falling  throughout  the  country,  and  I have 
no  doubt  that  in  this  district — from  which  so  many  of  the  residents, 
when  trade  is  good,  are  employed  in  the  town — the  birth  rate 
has  been  affected  by  the  depressed  state  of  trade  and  consequent 
unemployment.  The  death  rate  is  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years  ; this  is  principally  due  to  an  unusual  number  of 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases,  connected,  no  doubt,  with  the 
cold  and  wet  weather,  of  which  we  have  had  so  much  during 
the  year. 

SICKNESS  . — Twenty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been 
notified  : — six  from  the  Foreign  of  Kidderminster,  two  from  the 
Wolverley  district,  three  from  the  Chaddesley  district,  and  nine 
from  the  Wribbenhall,  Arley  and  Dowles  district.  Of  these  twenty 
cases,  thirteen  were  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital : three 
from  the  Foreign,  two  from  the  Wolverley  district,  one  from  the 
Chaddesley  district,  and  seven  from  the  Wribbenhall,  Arley  and 
Dowles  district. 

Seventeen  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified.  Eleven 
of  these  were  in  connection  with  Rushock  School,  concerning  which 
I made  a special  report  to  your  Council,  by  direction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  One  of  these  cases  proved  fatal.  Possibly 
the  disease  was  aggravated,  in  this  instance,  by  the  emanations 
from  a very  foul  midden  near  the  house. 

There  were  three  cases  in  the  Arley  and  Wribbenhall  district. 
Two  of  these  were  in  a house  at  Wribbenhall,  into  which  it  was 
found,  by  smoke  testing,  that  sewer  gas  was  escaping.  The  third 
case,  which  was  a fatal  one,  was  at  Shatterford,  and  in  this  the 
virulence  of  the  disease  may  have  been  caused  by  the  stench  from 
offensive  matter  left  in  receptacles  by  a previous  tenant  of  the 
house. 
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The  two  cases  in  the  Wolverley  district  were  in  the  same 
house  ; no  sanitary  defects  were  found  there.  The  child  who  first 
sickened  attended  school  in  the  Borough. 

One  case  occurred  in  the  Foreign,  at  Sutton  Common,  in 
a house  from  which  the  drains  discharged  into  a large  hole  in  the 
garden.  There  was  no  proper  cess  pit. 

Ten  cases  of  Erysipelas  have  been  notified,  four  from  the 
Foreign,  three  from  the  Wolverley  district,  one  from  the  Chaddesley 
district,  and  two  from  the  Wribbenhall  and  Arley  district. 

There  has  been  only  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever  notified,  and 
the  disease  was  in  this  case  undoubtedly  imported  from  abroad. 

Notification  of  nine  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  have  been  received.  Each  case  has  been  visited  by 
myself  and  by  the  Inspector.  The  family  arrangements,  sleeping 
accommodation,  and  sanitary  surroundings  have  been  looked  into, 
advice  and  instruction  concerning  necessary  precautions  given, 
leaflet  and  disinfectants  supplied,  and  in  two  cases  of  death  from 
this  disease,  thorough  cleansing  and  disinfection  was  super- 
intended. 

Measles  was  prevalent  at  Rushock  in  April,  at  Arley  in  April, 
at  Foley  Park  in  April  and  May,  at  Broom  in  May,  at  Broadwaters 
in  May  and  June,  and  at  Wribbenhall  in  May,  June  and  July. 

Influenza  was  prevalent  at  Wolverley  and  Cookley  in 
January  and  February,  at  Stone  in  February,  and  at  Broadwaters 
in  December. 

There  was  a slight  outbreak  of  Chicken  Pox  at  Franche  in 
October. 

The  Inspector,  on  receipt  from  me  of  notification,  visits  all 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  investigating  the  surroundings  and  the 
probable  cause  of  infection,  giving  advice  regarding  precautions 
to  be  taken,  supplying  disinfectants,  and,  if  necessary,  superintending 
fumigation.  Fie  reports  details  to  me,  and  no  cases  are  removed 
to  the  Infectious  Hospital  without  my  instructions. 

The  arrangements  for  scavenging,  etc.,  at  Wribbenhall  have 
been  much  more  systematically  and  thoroughly  carried  out  during 
the  past  year,  and  very  few  complaints  on  this  score  have  been 
received. 

I have  systematically  visited  the  various  portions  of  my 
district,  and  have  made,  with  the  Inspector,  a house  to  house 
visitation  of  Wolverley  Village,  the  Lea  Lane,  and  the  cottages 
near  the  Wire  Mill. 

March  31st.- — Called  Inspector’s  attention  to  filthy  pigstyes, 
and  a quantity  of  liquid  manure  lying  stagnant  adjoining  the  road 
near  the  Workhouse  Bank,  and  also  requested  him  to  caution  two 
residents  in  the  Village  not  to  empty  their  soapsuds  into  the  street 
channel. 
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April  13th. — I called  Inspector’s  attention  to  a defective 
pump  in  Pitt  Street,  Broadwaters,  and  to  a choked  and  overflowing 
drain  in  the  same  street. 

April  22nd. — Hearing  from  Dr.  Johnston,  in  connection 
with  a case  of  diphtheria  at  Severn  House,  that  the  outfalls  of 
the  Wribbenhall  sewers  into  the  river  were  foul  and  offensive,  I 
arranged  to  meet  the  road  surveyor  at  Wribbenhall,  and  finding 
that  (the  river  being  low,  and  the  surface  of  the  sewer  outlets 
uneven  from  accumulated  filth),  the  sewage  was  lying  in  pools, 
exposed  to  the  sun,  I requested  the  Surveyor  to  confer  with  the 
Chairman  of  your  Council,  and  obtain  his  authority  to  deal  with 
the  matter  at  once.  I also  called  the  Inspector’s  attention  to 
fresh  deposits  of  ashes  and  refuse  close  to  the  road,  and  away 
from  the  authorised  tip,  and  requested  him  to  write  to  the  County 
Road  Surveyor  concerning  a large  accumulation  of  road  sweepings 
adjoining  the  road,  and  also  concerning  some  catch  pits  on  the 
drains,  which  required  emptying. 

April  30th.  — Another  case  of  Diphtheria  having  been 
notified  from  Severn  House,  I met  Dr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Pritchard, 
the  architect,  there.  On  testing  the  drains  with  smoke,  we  found 
at  least  one  from  which  sewer  gas  could  escape  into  the  house. 
In  the  shrubbery  on  the  west  side  of  the  garden  there  was  a very 
large  accumulation  of  decaying  leaves,  under  trees  where  the 
children  were  in  the  habit  of  playing. 

May  11th. — I called  Inspector’s  attention  to  a cottage  at 
the  Lowe.  The  plaister  was  tumbling  off  the  walls  which  were 
damp,  causing  the  woodwork  to  rot.  Whitewashing  and  papering 
also  were  badly  needed. 

May  14th. — Hearing  that  a cow  at  Hurcott,  in  an  unhealthy 
and  wasted  condition,  was  being  milked,  and  the  milk  sold  with 
that  of  others,  I requested  the  Inspector  to  see  into  the  matter. 
He  ascertained  that  the  animal  had  been  recently  destroyed,  and 
the  carcase  removed  by  the  knacker.  The  other  cows  were 
healthy,  and  the  sheds  in  good  condition. 

May  18th.  — I found  a cottage  at  Austcliffe  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  plaister  falling  off  the  walls,  and  general 
paperhanging  and  whitewashing  required  ; also  from  the  adjoining 
fold-yard  sock  was  flowing  through  the  wall  into  the  lane,  and  lying 
stagnant  and  offensive  in  the  ditch  by  the  side  of  the  lane.  I 
requested  the  Inspector  to  serve  notices  to  remedy  this  nuisance, 
and  to  put  the  cottage  in  proper  habitable  repair. 

May  19th. — In  company  with  the  Inspector,  I visited  Castle 
Yard,  Wribbenhall,  and  examined  four  cottages  there.  They  were 
filthy,  and  totally  unfit  for  habitation.  The  floors  and  staircases 
were  dilapidated  and  unsafe,  plaister  falling  from  walls  and  ceilings, 
rain  coming  in,  and  woodwork  rotten  in  many  places.  He  served 
a notice  to  close  them. 
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May  24th. — I called  Inspector’s  attention  to  a cottage  in 
Axbro’  Lane.  A drain  was  choked  and  overflowing  close  to  the 
well,  which  the  occupants  believe  has  been  contaminated  at  times 
in  this  way.  The  walls  and  ceilings  badly  required  papering  and 
whitewashing,  as  well  as  repairing. 

June  2nd. — I visited  all  the  houses  in  Somerleyton  Avenue. 
The  tenants,  on  the  whole,  are  doing  their  best  with  the  existing 
arrangements. 

June  3rd. — I called  Inspector’s  attention  to  another  cottage 
in  Castle  Yard,  Wribbenhall.  The  kitchen  was  very  dirty,  floor 
dilapidated,  and  plaister  defective.  Pantry  ceiling  falling  in,  stair- 
case dilapidated,  upstairs  floors  dilapidated  and  unsafe,  spare  room 
uninhabitable,  no  ceiling,  floor  and  walls  very  bad.  The  house 
generally  damp.  The  owner’s  agent  was  written  to  on  the  subject. 

July  22nd.— In  consequence  of  a complaint  concerning  bad 
smells  from  the  Bewdley  Corporation  Tip  on  Severn  Side,  near 
Dowles  Croft,  I went  there,  taking  the  Bewdley  Sanitary  Inspector 
with  me.  No  night  soil  is  deposited  there,  but  principally  ashes 
with  vegetable  refuse  and  dry  rubbish.  At  the  time  of  my  visit 
it  was  not  offensive,  and  I could  not  say  that  it  was  a nuisance — 
injurious  to  health.  I went  there  again  August  21st  on  receipt, 
through  the  Clerk  to  your  Council,  of  another  complaint  from  the 
same  people.  It  was  in  good  order,  nothing  to  be  seen  but  dry 
ashes  and  tan,  and  no  odour  but  that  of  the  tan.  Certainly  there 
was  no  evidence  of  any  nuisance. 

December  6th. — I called  Inspector’s  attention  to  house  at 
Franche  where  the  closet  was  defective,  also  the  spouting  and  roof, 
rain  coming  freely  through  ceiling  on  to  bed,  and  most  of  the  walls 
were  very  damp. 

December  17th. — Noticing  men  at  work  in  a field  adjoining 
Oldington  Wood,  flaying  a carcase,  I requested  the  Inspector  to 
put  a stop  to  this  at  once,  and  to  bring  the  matter  before  your 
Council,  which  I believe  he  did  at  your  next  meeting. 

Only  one  case  of  Anthrax  has  occurred  during  the  year, 
and  this  was  at  Chaddesley.  The  carcase  of  the  bullock  was 
cremated,  the  other  beasts  which  had  come  in  contact  with  it 
were  isolated,  and  all  other  necessary  precautions  taken. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  have 
been  regularly  visited.  I had  to  report  to  your  Council  concerning 
the  dirty  and  insanitary  condition  of  one  bakehouse.  With  this 
exception  I have  found  them  all  in  fair  condition. 

The  Factories  have  been  visited,  and  attention  given  to  their 
sanitary  arrangements.  At  one  of  them  the  owner  was  requested 
to  arrange  for  a separate  approach  to  the  closets  for  males  and 
for  females,  and  at  another  painting  and  white-washing  of  the 
closets  was  ordered. 
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The  following  Schools  have  been  closed  during  the  year: — 
Wolverley  Infants’  School,  from  Jan.  28th  to  Feb.  8th,  on  account 
of  Influenza;  Cookley,  from  Feb.  4th  to  22nd,  from  the  same 
cause;  Rushock,  from  Jan.  19th  to  Feb.  8th,  on  account  of 
Diphtheria;  Rushock,  from  April  12th  to  May  10th,  on  account 
of  Diphtheria  and  Measles;  Rushock,  from  June  7th  to  July  5th, 
on  account  of  Diphtheria ; Franche,  from  Feb.  4th  to  22nd,  on 
account  of  Influenza;  Stone,  from  Feb.  15th  to  March  1st,  on 
account  of  Influenza;  Arley,  from  March  3rd  to  24th,  on  account 
of  Measles;  Foley  Park  Infants,  from  May  7th  to  31st,  on 
account  of  Measles;  Broom,  from  May  11th  to  29th,  on  account 
of  Measles;  Broadwaters,  from  May  19th,  to  June  23rd,  on 
account  of  Measles ; Broadwaters,  from  Dec.  7th  to  23rd, 
on  account  of  Influenza ; Wribbenhall  (C.E.)  Mixed  Department, 
May  20th  to  June  21st,  on  account  of  Measles;  Wribbenhall  County 
Council  School  from  July  19th  to  Aug.  9th,  on  account  of  Measles. 

Thirteen  eases  of  over-crowding  have  been  dealt  with,  and 
all  abated  after  notice. 

The  Local  Government  Board  desire  special  information 
upon  the  following  matters  : — 

The  District  is  situated  around  and  on  a higher  level  than 
most  of  the  Borough  of  Kidderminster.  There  is  a good  deal  of 
residential  property  in  the  foreign,  which  surrounds  the  borough, 
and  most  of  the  working  classes  are  occupied  in  the  mills  and 
factories  in  the  town.  In  the  parts  of  the  District  farther  away 
from  the  town,  most  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  house  accommodation  is  rather  short  in  the  Wol- 
verley and  Chaddesley  portions  of  the  district.  As  regards 
fitness  for  habitation,  it  is  very  fair.  There  is  plenty  of  open  space 
around  the  houses,  and  the  Inspector  looks  after  the  cleanliness 
of  the  surroundings.  The  Surveyor  looks  after  the  erection  of 
new  houses,  and  all  plans  are  submitted  to  your  Council.  No 
action  has  been  required  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act.  The  Water  Supply  throughout  the  district  is,  and 
has  been  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  Near  the  town  a large  and 
increasing  number  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  the  Borough 
mains  ; the  remainder  have  wells.  In  the  outlying  portions  of  the 
district  the  supply  is  obtained  from  pumps  and  draw-wells,  and  in  a 
few  instances  from  springs.  During  the  year  five  polluted  wells 
have  been  closed  and  Town  water  laid  on,  and  in  twenty-one  in- 
stances wells  have  been  cleansed  and  insanitary  surroundings  dealt 
with.  The  milk  supply,  all  produced  in  the  district,  is  wholesome  and 
plentiful.  The  Dairies,  Cow-sheds  and  Milk-shops  are  well  looked 
after  by  the  Inspector.  The  vessels  are  kept  clean,  and  the  sheds 
fairly  so  on  the  whole.  We  have  no  cases  in  which  there  has  been 
reason  to  suspect  that  the  milk  was  tuberculous,  and  no  action  has 
been  taken  as  regards  veterinary  examination  of  dairy  cows.  The 
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district  being  rural,  there  has  been  no  occasion  for  special  food 
inspection.  There  are  four  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  but 
they  are  not  specially  visited  at'  times  of  slaughtering.  The 
Inspector  has  a special  certificate  in  meat  inspection,  but 
no  tuberculous  carcases  have  been  detected.  No  action  has 
been  needed  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  or  under 
Section  17  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875.  The  Whitville 
drainage  scheme  has  been  completed  during  the  year,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  connections  have  been  made — in  all 
instances  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  House 
drains  are  well  looked  after  by  the  Inspector.  I am  glad  to  know 
that  negotiations  are  in  progress  for  a system  of  drainage  for 
Sutton  Common  and  Foley  Park,  and  hope  that  this  important 
matter  will  soon  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily.  There  is  very  little 
pollution  of  streams  in  the  district  ; only  one  case  has  been  found 
and  dealt  with  recently.  Excrement  is  disposed  of  as  a rule,  and 
also  house  refuse,  by  occupiers  upon  their  own  gardens,  except  in 
Wribbenhall,  where  scavenging  is  done  by  a contractor. 

The  Inspector’s  Report  will  show  the  number  of  nuisances 
dealt  with,  and  results. 

We  have  no  lodging  houses  in  the  district,  or  offensive  trades, 
carried  on. 

The  Sanitary  condition  and  Water  Supply  of  the  schools  is, 
on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  The  closet  arrangements  at  the  C.E. 
Schools,  and  also  at  the  British  Schools  at  Wribbenhall,  and  at 
the  Broadwaters  Infants’  School,  have  been  improved.  At  Rushock 
School  the  Managers  are  taking  steps  to  carry  out  Dr.  Fosbroke’s 
recommendations  as  to  ventilation  and  removal  of  the  closets  away 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  schoolroom.  At  Broom  School  the  water 
supply  has  been  found,  on  analysis,  unfit  for  use,  and  arrangements 
for  a temporary  supply  have  been  made.  The  middens  will  be 
converted  into  pail  closets,  and  a moveable  covered  galvanized 
receptacle  substituted  for  the  ashpit. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  ample. 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  poor  persons  are  duly 
notified.  We  have  no  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  in  the 
district. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  been  adopted,  and 
notifications  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

No  Health  Visitors  are  working  in  the  district. 

Medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  carried  out  by  the 
Assistants  of  the  County  School  Medical  Officer. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  state  that  the  district  is,  and  has 
been  during  the  year,  in  a good  sanitary  condition. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  H.  ADDENBROOKE. 


Table  i. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 

KIDDERMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

J " | Total  Deaths  Registered  in  the  District  , 
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KIDDERMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Table  III.— CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909. 
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H.— Kidderminster  Borough  Infectious  Hospital,  Stourport  Road,  Kidderminster.  Total  available  beds  80  (60  under  ordinary  circum 
stances).  Number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  2. 
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KIDDERMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Table  V.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Population.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  10,100.  Births  in  the. year — legitimate  209  ; illegitimate, 4 . 

Deaths  fiom  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  150.  Deaths  in  the  year  of — legitimate  infants,  25  ; illegitimate  infants 


KIDDERMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORK- 
PLACES AND  HOMEWORK. 

1 — INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 


PREMISES. 

NUMBER  OF 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

3 

None 

Workshops  .. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

OO 

5 

1 1 

Workplaces.. 

1 

None 

» » 

Total 

94 

8 

None 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


NUMBER  OF 
DEFECTS. 

CO 

PARTICULARS. 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 

Inspector. 

Number  01 

Prosecutiot 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

5 

5 

None 

None 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

1 

I 

• • 

© • 

Other  Nuisances 

3 

3 

• • 

• • 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouse 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Total 

9 

9 

None 

None 

Sec.  22  oj  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  has  not  been  adopted . 

3 HOME  WORK. 

No  Outworkers’  Lists  Received. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises — None. 

4 - REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year:-  Builders,  4;  Black- 
smiths, 15  ; Bakers,  14:  Boot  and  Shoe  Makers,  5;  Carpenters,  5;  Cabinet 
Makers,  2 ; Boat  Builders,  1 ; Coffin  Makers,  2 ; Coal  Merchants,  1 ; Con- 
fectioners, 1 ; Cycle  Makers,  I ; Dressmakers,  7;  Jewellers,  2;  Joiners,  2; 
Laundries,  5 ; Milliners,  3;  Painters,  1 ; Plumbers,  2;  Photographers,  2 ; 
Saddlers,  1;  Stone  Masons,  3 ; Tailors  and  Drapers,  2 ; Wheelwrights,  4. — 
Total,  85. 

5— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — None. 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act — None. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act; 
Five  Letters  sent  to  owners  of  Workshops  re  absence  of  Abstract  in 
Workrooms. 

No  underground  Bakehouses. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


KIDDERMINSTER, 

January  29  th , 1910. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Kidderminster  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  First  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  and  other  work  carried  out  in  my  depart- 
ment during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 

As  my  appointment  only  dates  from  October,  my  report  will 
deal  chiefly  with  inspections  made,  and  action  taken,  during  the 
last  two  months  of  the  year. 

It  must  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  the  preparation 
of  this  report,  with  such  a considerable  amount  of  statistical 
material,  would  have  been  impossible  in  the  time  without  the 
unsparing  assistance  of  my  predecessor,  Mr.  Steadman,  and  to  his 
help  I am  greatly  indebted. 

Nuisances. 

The  six  nuisances  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report  as 
remaining  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  1908  were  abated. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  or  infringements  under  the 
various  Acts  found  and  reported  upon  during  the  year  amounted 
to  1,084,  of  which  1,061  have  been  remedied,  leaving  23  remaining 
on  the  books  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

These  nuisances  relate  to  property  in  Broadwaters,  Cookley, 
and  Potmore,  Stone,  and  the  owners  have  commenced  the  necessary 
work  since  the  end  of  the  year,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  work  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

Notices  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

During  the  year  342  written  notices  were  served  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances.  Of  these  340  were  preliminary,  and  2 
statutory  notices. 

These  preliminary  notices  are  served  forthwith  on  the 
discovery  of  a nuisance,  without  waiting  for  a meeting  of  the 
Council,  whose  authority  is  necessary  before  any  legal  proceedings 
can  be  taken  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances.  As  will  be  seen, 
generally  the  service  of  these  notices  have  the  desired  effect ; but 
where  these  fail,  the  nuisances  are  reported  at  your  monthly 
meetings,  and  the  necessary  authority  obtained  for  formal  notices 
to  be  served,  and  magisterial  proceedings  to  be  taken  to  enforce 
compliance  with  same  in  default. 
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The  nuisances  dealt  with  are  summarised  as  follows : — 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  59 

Houses  cleansed  (walls  and  ceilings)  ...  109 

Filthy  bedding  cleansed  ...  2 

Houses  repaired  (roofs,  floors,  stairs,  etc.)  ...  103 

Houses  put  in  habitable  condition  under  P.H.  Act, 1875  9 

Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  5 

Spoutings  and  Cisterns  repaired  ...  43 

Stopped  drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  69 

Drains  tested  ...  17 

Drains  reconstructed,  re-laid,  repaired  or  trapped...  98 

Premises  provided  with  means  of  drainage  ...  37 

Foul  and  defective  sinks  abolished  ...  49 

Sanitary  glazed  sinks  provided  ...  66 

Water  closets  repaired,  ventilated,  &c.  ...  31 

Water  closets  supplied  with  flushing  apparatus  ...  5 

Water  closets  limewashed  ...  36 

Water  closets — No.  of  additional  provided  ...  2 

Pan- privies  or  midden -privies  converted  to  w.c.’s...  15 

Midden  privies  converted  to  pail  closets  ...  19 

Privies  and  ashpits  repaired  ...  23 

Ashpits  reconstructed  and  movable  receptacles 

provided  for  ashes  ...  8 

Houses  supplied  with  tap  water  ...  9 

Polluted  wells  closed  ...  5 

Wells  cleansed  and  source  of  pollution  removed  ...  21 

Water  removed  from  cellars  ...  7 

Back  yards  and  passages  paved  ...  31 

Paving  of  yards  and  passages  repaired  ...  29 

Accumulations  of  manure,  offensive  matter,  etc., 

removed  ...  40 

Nuisances  from  keeping  animals  abated  ...  22 

Manure  pits  provided  ...  5 

Dumbwells  repaired  ...  18 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  13 

Contraventions  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops’ 

Order,  1885,  remedied  ...  15 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses  cleansed  ...  27 

Workshop  nuisances  dealt  with  under  P.H.  Act,  1875  5 

Slaughter-houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  7 

Gipsies  encamped  on  vacant  land  removed  ...  2 

Remaining  on  books  ...  23 


Total 


1084 
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Complaints. 

The  complaint  register  shows  that  25  complaints  of  various 
matters  were  received  during  the  year.  All  these  were  investigated 
and  action  taken  where  required. 

House  to  House  Inspection. 

In  compliance  with  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  systematic  house  to  house  inspection  has  been  made  of  the 
following  districts  during  the  year: — Broom,  Churchill,  Potmore, 
Stone,  Mustow  Green,  Bradford,  Hoobrook,  Broadwaters,  and 
Cookley.  In  this  way  576  houses  were  thoroughly  examined,  and 
a large  number  of  various  sanitary  defects  were  discovered.  Such 
an  inspection  was  urgently  needed,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
poorer  localities,  as  it  gave  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  details 
of  the  sanitary  arrangements  and  hygienic  conditions  of  a district 
of  which  there  was  no  previous  record. 

Inspections  have  also  been  made  for  the  supervision  of 
works  in  progress,  relaying  of  drains,  and  sanitary  fittings  to 
further  the  abatement  of  nuisances.  Consultations  have  taken 
place,  and  visits  made  with  builders,  owners,  agents,  etc.,  concerning 
work  required  to  abate  nuisances,  and  visits  or  calls  respecting 
complaints. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  and  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Fifty-five  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  reported  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year,  compared  with  31  for 
the  year  1908.  These  consisted  of  20  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
16  Diphtheria,  1 Typhoid,  9 Erysipelas,  and  9 of  Pulmonary 
Phthisis.  Of  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  12  were  removed  to  the 
Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Every  house  in  which  a 
case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  was  visited,  and  enquiries  made 
with  a view  of  tracing  the  origin  of  the  disease ; the  premises 
were  thoroughly  examined,  and  printed  instructions  left  as  to  the 
precaution  to  be  taken  in  order  to  check  the  spread  of  infection. 
Where  patients  were  not  removed  to  the  hospital,  but  were  treated 
at  their  own  homes,  frequent  visits  were  paid  in  order  to  ensure  that 
the  necessary  precautions  were  being  carried  out.  Disinfectants 
were  supplied  where  necessary.  No  children  from  infected  houses 
were  permitted  to  attend  school,  and  all  cases  were  reported  to  the 
head  teachers  forthwith.  After  removal  or  recovery  of  the  patients 
the  infected  bedding,  clothing,  etc., were  disinfected  on  the  premises, 
and  the  rooms  fumigated.  After  disinfection  had  been  carried  out, 
the  school  authorities  were  again  notified,  informing  them  when  the 
children  could  resume  attendance  at  school. 
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Closure  of  Schools. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  and  disinfected  on  account 
of  Infectious  Disease  existing  among  the  scholars. 

o o 


School 

Disease 

Closed 

Disinfec- 

ted 

from 

TO 

Rushock 

Diphtheria 

Jan. 

19 

Feb. 

8 

Jan. 

20 

99 

Measles  and 

April 

12 

May 

10 

April 

15 

99 

Diphtheria 

99  * # * 

99 

June 

7 

July 

5 

June 

19 

Wolverley 

Influenza 

Jan. 

28 

Feb. 

8 

Jan. 

28 

Franche 

99 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

22 

Feb. 

4 

Cookley 

99 

Feb. 

4 

Feb. 

22 

Stone 

99 

Feb. 

15 

March  1 

Feb. 

15 

Arley 

Measles 

May 

3 

May 

24 

May 

3 

Foley  Park 

99 

May 

7 

May 

31 

May 

7 

(Infants) 

Broom 

99 

May 

11 

May 

29 

May 

11 

Wribbenhall  ... 

99 

May 

20 

June 

21 

C.E.  (Mixed) 

Wribbenhall  ... 

99 

July 

19 

Aug. 

9 

July 

19 

(Council  School) 

99 

Broadwaters  ... 

99 

May 

19 

June 

23 

June 

7 

99 

Influenza 

Dec. 

7 

Dec. 

23 

Dec. 

9 

The  Schools  mentioned  were  visited  on  several  occasions, 
before  closure,  and  the  effect  of  the  outbreak  on  the  attendance 
noted  at  each  visit. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops’  Order,  1885. 

A number  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  visited,  but 
the  mass  of  them,  which  are  naturally  far  removed,  have  still  to 
be  looked  up. 

The  Register  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and  Purveyors  of 
Milk  has  been  brought  up  to  date.  A large  number  of  milksellers, 
which  were  found  unregistered,  were  placed  on  the  list. 

The  vagueness  of  the  law  on  the  sanitation  of  cowsheds 
interferes  very  much  with  improvements  as  to  air  space,  lighting, 
ventilation,  etc.,  especially  where  cows  are  turned  out  each  day. 
The  water  supply  is  often  also  a difficult  matter  to  deal  with  in 
rural  parts.  Before  long,  I hope,  however,  that  many  improvements 
will  be  carried  out. 

The  cleansing  and  limewashing  of  dairies,  cowsheds,  and 
milkshops  have  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  regulations. 
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Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register  ... 

47 

No.  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  Register 

No.  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen,  and  Purveyors  of 

13 

Milk  registered  during  the  year  ... 

7 

Total 

67 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1878 — 1894. 


One  case  of  Anthrax  was  reported  (on  a farm  at  Chaddesley 
Corbett)  to  the  police,  who  carry  out  the  provisions  of  these  Acts. 
The  carcase  was  cremated.  The  place  was  thoroughly  disinfected 
and  cleansed,  and  the  other  cattle  isolated  and  kept  in  quarantine 
until  all  danger  was  over. 

Slaughterhouses. 

These  are  systematically  visited,  the  numbers  of  recorded 
visits  during  the  year  1909  being  57.  There  were  no  changes  of 
occupation  of  slaughterhouses.  No  meat  was  discovered  that  was 
unfit  for  human  food,  and  I am  quite  of  the  opinion  that  our  meat 
supply  is  generally  of  good  quality.  We  have  the  distinct  advantage 
of  the  careful  inspection  in  the  town  of  a large  quantity  of  the  meat 
consumed  in  the  district. 

The  various  butchers’, fishmongers’  and  fruiterers’,  etc.,  shops 
have  been  regularly  visited,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been  found 
necessary  to  take  proceedings. 

Bakehouses. 

In  all,  76  visits  have  been  made  to  bakehouses  and  con- 
fectioners’ shops.  They  were  found  in  a good  sanitary  condition, 
although,  in  a few  cases,  the  limewashing  was  not  quite  as  well 
carried  out  as  it  might  have  been. 

In  one  case  a great  deal  of  trouble  was  experienced  through 
the  keeping  of  fowls  within  6ft.  of  the  door  of  bakehouse.  This  has 
now  been  abated,  and  in  several  cases  middens  in  close  proximity 
have  been  abolished. 

Overcrowding. 

Overcrowding  was  met  with  in  several  cases,  but  great 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing  with  this  subject  owing  to 
the  migratory  habits  of  many  of  the  population  of  this  area.  It 
was  found  that  some  of  the  families  inhabiting  the  houses  in  this 
district  wandered  from  place  to  place,  sometimes  changing  their 
place  of  abode  as  often  as  twice  a month.  A family  occupying  at 
one  time  rooms  in  which  they  are  considerably  overcrowded,  will, 
perhaps,  within  a week,  be  living  in  a house  which  provides  them 
with  ample  cubic  space,  only  to  return  again  before  long  to  their 
former  condition.  What  can  be  done  is  to  inspect  periodically  the 
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districts  where  these  conditions  exist,  and  to  remedy  any  remediable 
fault  that  may  be  found  in  each  individual  house.  I propose  doing 
this  systematically,  and  report  monthly  to  the  Council  any  action 
that  may  be  called  for,  If  this  is  done,  I am  sure  that  considerable 
improvement  will  result. 

Reports  of  13  houses  which  appeared  to  be  overcrowded 
were  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year, 
and  in  5 cases  notices  were  served  to  reduce  the  number  of  inmates. 
All  these  were  complied  with  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Water. 

During  the  year  two  samples  of  water  from  wells  were 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  analysis,  and  both  were 
certified  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  Upon  service  of  notice, 
these  wells  were  closed,  and  three  other  wells  were  also  closed,  and 
a supply  of  tap  water  laid  on.  A large  number  of  wells  have  been 
cleansed,  and  the  source  of  pollution  removed  where  the  water 
was  of  a suspicious  quality.  Some  good  work  has  been  done  in 
closing  wells  where  a town  supply  was  obtainable.  No  outbreak 
of  infectious  disease  has  been  traced  to  water  within  the  district. 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 

There  have  been  39  visits  paid  to  factories,  special  regard 
being  paid  to  the  question  of  closet  accommodation. 

Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

No  less  than  74  visits  have  been  made  to  these  places,  and 
a number  of  structural  alterations  connected  with  ventilation, 
cleansing,  and  limewashing,  drainage,  effluvia,  etc.,  carried  through. 
No  legal  proceedings  have  been  requisite  further  than  the  service 
of  an  occasional  notice. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  workshops  in  the  district ; — 


Builders  ... 

4 

Joiners  ... 

2 

Blacksmiths 

15 

Laundries 

5 

Bakers 

14 

Milliners  ... 

3 

Boat  Builders 

1 

Painters  ... 

1 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers 

5 

Plumbers 

2 

Carpenters 

5 

Photographers 

2 

Cabinet  Makers 

2 

Saddlers  ... 

1 

Coffin  Makers 

2 

Stonemasons 

3 

Coal  Merchants 

1 

Tailors  and  Drapers  ... 

2 

Confectioners 

1 

Wheelwrights 

4 

Cycle  Makers 

1 

Dressmakers 

7 

— 

Jewellers 

2 

Total 

85 
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No  lists  of  outworkers  were  received  from  Employers  within 
the  district. 

Canal  Boats. 


During  the  past  year  98  visits  were  made  to  the  wharves, 
etc.,  to  examine  boats  while  passing  along  canals  in  this  district. 


Boats  inspected 

174 

Boats  contravening  the  Acts  or  Regulations 

12 

Persons  for  which  the  cabins  were  registered 

549 

Persons  occupying  the  cabins 

369 

Men  on  the  Boats 

309 

Women  on  the  Boats 

29 

Children  on  the  Boats  (between  the  ages  5 and  12) 

22 

Children  on  the  Boats  (under  5 years  of  age) 

9 

Details  of  contraventions  : — 

Not  carrying  certificate  of  registration 

1 

Boats  not  properly  marked 

1 

Boats  overcrowded 

2 

Dirty  cabins  ... 

5 

Painting  requiring  renewal 

2 

Want  of  proper  vessels  for  drinking  water 

1 

Total 

12 

One  notice  served  at  the  close  of  the  year  will  very  shortly 
be  complied  with.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  met  with 
upon  any  of  the  boats,  nor  has  any  such  case  been  notified  as 
occurring  amongst  the  occupants.  The  cabins  of  the  boats  plying 
in  this  district  were,  on  the  whole,  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  paid  his  annual  visit  in 
October,  and  gave  a very  satisfactory  report  of  the  work  done 
during  the  year. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

I have  received  no  applications  for  new  licenses  during  the 
year  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  under  the  above  Acts. 

There  are  now  only  seven  persons  in  the  district  licensed  to 
store  or  sell  petroleum,  petrol  (or  motor  spirit),  benzoline,  carbide 
of  calcium,  etc.  Periodical  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  different 
premises  during  the  year  but  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  or 
Regulations  were  discovered,  and  your  requirements,  and  those  of 
the  Petroleum  Acts,  have  been  duly  carried  out. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DANIEL  LLEWELLYN. 
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